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Classification Decision: 


Unrestricted. 

Display conditions: 

Nil. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 


The book entitled Guerrilla Warfare and Special Forces Operations is classified as 
Unrestricted. 

Guerrilla Warfare and Special Forces Operations is a field manual produced by the 
Department of the Army, USA. It was published in 1961. It defines unconventional 
warfare, explains the hierarchy of structures required to conduct guerrilla warfare, 
infiltration, support systems, organisation, use of guerrilla forces, defences, assistance 
to conventional forces, and demobilisation. 

The Classification Office considers that although the publication deals with violence it 
does so in a manner that does not promote or support, or tend to promote or support, 
violence. Furthermore it deals with violence to an insufficient extent, manner, and 
degree to require restriction. This is because the activities that could be of concern, 
such as raids and ambushes are not described in great detail. They are described in 
the manner of a military operation at government level involving planning and 
procedures which the casual reader is likely to find dry, technical and uninformative. 
The language of the publication is also objective and technical and as such it does not 
encourage the reader to carry out the activities. 

The publication has been balanced against s5 and si 4 of the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990. Because the book deals with violence in a technical manner 
intended for military operations, the right of any person to have this publication 
available to them clearly outweighs the likelihood of injury to the public good. 
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